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It bhae booame increasingly apparent to thege interaested in any pheyse of the
polentinl uwseg and Souservation of the waters of Western Hontana that Iy order to
provide for the beat poseible management of these waters and fo safeguerd the

tantly
with the n80esaitly of making personnl decieions on various cartroversie ] projects
relating to some use or management soheme for waters in their ares, 4ng yot no
basic philosophy or owersll plan has Yeen estsblighed to give thess oit4sens any
real ih;:ia for decisions ar ides of the Wwroud aims and pxrposes which aboylg

For exanmpls, it tbatanowmlnrgsmloimpmmchenwm

¢ Egmt of the upper Colwmbia River systen. Ya wo
qmtlmw.wmofthm should be oomsidered alone and fought gepr
on the questions of its isolated merits or shartoonings without referencye to g1l

should be mofwuaudaumhmwaw-m
altermatives those which best £1% into the tasic polioy and begt provide fop
the Muro_ interests of Western Montana,

Formlation of this troad policy should, we fesl, have as itg underlying
framework g clagsification of the #ajor rivers, atreans, and lakes baged o psa.
In setting up thigs classifisation, it is also eur firm eontention that
recreation values should receive Squal consideration with other gajor vater uses
in any woll-balanced, foruard-locking watay resowrss policy. I¢ should be
recognised that we must retain for the future sume unspoiled recreation mzegge
not anly for the residents of this region, tut also foar the vestly increasing
mmhrctpeoplatrc-othnraeotimofthennitedstatea:mohammmh
oppartunities nogr their hanes, Western Montans still has the opportunity to

outdoor regrastiam tndusiyy of the hichest quality wvhich

upon
and semi~dldorness rivers and their watersheds. These are
of irreplisceable value to Montana's bigh~quality reereations] land and
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oxenph by trail. Thore stromie and a0l watersheds cre ossontislly
vivgin, They provide wildeimess rocraation, Tew such rivers sxist today .

2. Send~wild Rivarg -~ Thooo aocasaiblo by road with vatersteds atill Inrgely
in virgin conditien and shorelinas vadevaeicpod, Thay mwevide seryie
wildarneas rocreation for small groups or for wass wae.

3. The Semi-hgrnessed oo Ssmimdevelonusd River - Tooce voedily aceengible Ly
rosd, imprwded ~r diverted in heis lower atresches,with daveloped
ghuirelines=including wian deralomrenteand charactorized Ly heavy lend
use on tho lower watercheds Iutoncive parts oi* the uppey reaches
are still wmndeveloped and unimpounded.

4. Hornessed or Bevelopsd Riverg - Those rivers that ero elther largsly
harnessed through impounaments sndfar with highly developed, and
used wntersheds ond shorelines, They ars chorpoterized by inpoundnents.
ertificial channaling, diking, and varying degrece of pollumiion.

Though developed, they may hava axbeneive siretohes of water and shoraw
1ine valuable or poteniially valuable Tov rocraation.

The primary function of wiid rivers is the protoction of watersheds and Far
poientifios, educational, aad,particularly, recreational vas. Recrsation iz
wilderness typo and of high and imique quality. Hore in the Went thay are espaciaily
important, The water resourcs cun be utiliged in many ways further dmwm the
major river aystem. No impoundrments should be permitted on these rivers.

The recreationsl funsiion of gomi~-wild rivers is the sane as for wild rivers.
They ave, however, nmore acoensible and recreation, though of high quality, is not
of wilderness type. W&th propsr planning there can bs mors uste of these rivers
and their scenis watersheds for hunting, fishing, boating, and camping without
abuging the resource. Impouadmente should te snmall or altogether avoided except
4n cages where the natural watershed iz not stable.

The gemi~harnoaped river has potontinl for disporsad rocreation, and for
mass recredtion, inecluding recreation devolopent sites, The vealization of the
roecreation potential dopends upon managing the water and watersheds in such &
way that t he recreational quolity of the water and srmaedinte shore envirommente
13 not adversely affected. .

The mggg‘_a_n_grdﬂglg_ped rivers nffer tremendous potential opportunities
for maas ocutdoor recreation. Theme are ganernlly the lower portuicns of a river
systen located close to the users. The pcegent recreatimm use is wswally of
mediocre quality. These rivers, if properly mannged for thei» recreational
resources conld provide largs and varied rocrsational opportunities for expanding
urban populations, Pollution iz a gajor drawback and rmst be remedioed.

T4 should be on rivers of this ciassificetion thad further mjor impoundnents
are considered.

Tentatively and on the basis of present Imovledge, us classify some of
Western lontana's major streams, rivers, and adjoining lakes as followes

¥ild M
. South Fork of the Flathead River from the uppoer end of Hungry
Horse Reservoir to the tributary sources.

2. The Middle Fork of the Flathead River.

3. The North Fork of the Elackfoot River.
iy3 30 ] Streams
he ] of the Flathead River
2., The Swan River, including Suan and Lindbergh lakes
3, The Blackfoot River
4. The Clearvmter River, including the lakes of the chain and Placia Iak:-
5. The Yaak River
6. Rock Creek (Clark's Tork tibutory)
7. Iprger trilutaries of the Biltterrnot Fiver.

§



4, Semi~devoloped Rivers
1. The Bitterrcot River proper (issoula %o West Ferk junction)
2. Flothoad River proper above Rerr Dan (including Flathead luke)

T ihin stem of Clark's Park (belov Bitterroat River junetion)
2. lMain stem of Flathead Riveyr (below Kerr Dam)

We bave a firm determination to opposc auy {mpoundments en rivers classified
as: 1. Wild Rivers, and 2, Semi~wild Rivers . Specifieally, we vill epposs &
mnmnmmmmmmmmmmu,smmmkmmmdm
Fork of the Flsthead, mmomvm'or&nolqmmtmnmﬁ‘wkafthe
Flathsad, andawobhmrdnmmwnphtedanthoupmmch«sofmﬂm sysiins.

Ve will wﬁfwdamswuutharimﬁmfwmaonthemnm
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preforencae to another, but to prectics sound resource manggensnt in Western
mwmmmwumdm_ummmmam
tholmmmwhhesnjwﬁm,mm@permmﬁes

largely undeveloped for high~quality recreation. pls holfiew—
mmmmmummwmlmmmemm.
nﬁnamohmumdaupoewbem fren widely esgions.

Thess msmbers believe in a wall-rounded ecounonic doveloment far Hestern Montanmn,
but also beliove that the inelusion of recreationtl resources has nitharto wrongly
bosn sonsidered a minor facter in mmwalomt.

The Wegtern Montans Fish and Game Asgooiation frther consurs in the
Statemant of Conservetion Polisy of the Hatiomal Wildlife Federation, and hersty
wmmmpmmmrmpmmm'amnmm

olsen waters. In keeping with the aforestated prineiple, and in recognition of
m“wmwtmaﬁwmmmﬁmpdlmmmwhm
public heslth avd welfsrs, the Assocdation beleven in the following pollcies and
objestives in water pollution controlt (n) Sownd and effective pollution control
laws end programs in every state. (b) Adeqmte federal authority to slsan up
pellntion in interstate vaters in cases whore the states, interstate or private
agoncies camnot or will not do the job. (o) Adequate sewage treatment facilitiss
in every commumitys adequate waste provention or waste treatment bty every industry.



3. Primary responsibility for the plarning of river basin development
shouls uot rest with construotion agencles whose engineers lack training
in the appreisnl and msnagement of biological resources. The {irst
Hoover Commission reccmmended creation of an independent "Board of
Analy=is® to pass on projects proposed by the Carps of Englneers,

Burean of Reclamation and other Federal agencies concerned with water
dovelopnent. We favor the creatbion of such a beard,



